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De ar Friends,  

Welcome to the first edition 

of In Touch, our new 

quarterly magazine for the 

St Paulôs and All Saints 

communities.  

The theme for this edition is New 

Beginnings. Thatôs appropriate 

enough for any new publication, 

but particularly so 

for our churches: in the past 2 years 

weôve seen a new chapter beginning 

with Simon and Louise taking the helm 

and helping us find the directions that 

God is leading us. We have an 

interview with them both on page 4.  

 

Of course, the last few months has seen 

the start of a new chapter for Ness and 

me as we enter ministry life. Weôve 

really enjoyed it, and thank you so 

much for your warm welcome to us.  

 

The magazine-naming competition was 

a tight battle with some strong entries, 

but in the end we felt that In Touch, 

suggested by Keith Blundell, neatly 

captured our vision: to keep our church 

communities informed about whatôs 

going on, to deepen relationships 

through inspiring personal stories, and 

through this to help us all become more 

in touch with God as well. One 

particularly inspiring and moving story 

in this edition is from a lady who has 

experienced Christôs freedom from 

eating disorders.  Thank you to her for 

sharing so bravely. 

 

Itôs been exciting to work with such a 

great, committed team of people in 

producing this magazine, with 

complementary skills and experience. 

Many thanks to all who have 

contributed articles or worked behind 

the scenes. Weôre going to be 

continually seeking to improve and stay 

óin touchô ourselves with our 

congregations and community, so if 

youôve any ideas about what articles 

you might like to see or how we can 

improve things generally please do let 

us know.   

 

Love and blessings, 

Peter

 

 

Editorial Team   Tel. 

Peter Kay   (01462) 480238  

Caroline Achton-Friis Ellis  (07734) 698316 

Peggy Forbes-Pepitone  (01462) 673602 

Rebecca Kelly   (01462) 686365 

Roger Thomson  (01462) 623613 
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Church News 

ALPHA is here! 

This winter, a new Alpha course 

begins on Wednesday evenings. 

Alpha is for anyone interested in 

discovering what 

Christianity is about.  

Covering topics such 

as óWho is Jesus?ô, 

óWhy did Jesus die?ô 

and óHow does God guide us?ô each 

session begins with a meal, then a short 

talk, followed by a group discussion. 

The course usually lasts for 10 weeks, 

and there is no charge.  

Over 1.5 million people have attended 

an Alpha course in the UK, with over 

8,000 courses running . 

The course started on Wednesday 11
th
 

at St Paulôs Church Hall, but itôs 

definitely not too late to join. Just 

contact Vicky Cameron in the Church 

Office (01462 637373) or Revd Simon 

Moore.  

Childrenôs and Families Worker 

St Paulôs Church Council (PCC) has 

agreed to advertise for a paid, part-

time worker to be part of the 

leadership team, to develop existing 

and new work with families and 

children. A Review Group has been 

engaged in assessing our needs and 

proposing a way forward. It is 

envisaged that the successful candidate 

will work approximately 30 hours per 

week. It is hoped to appoint the right 

person by Easter. 

Team Albania Quiz 

Steve and Jane Robson are again 

organising a quiz to raise funds for 

the work of Will and Doretta Niven 

and their colleagues in Albania, 

whom we support as a church.  

The quiz is earlier in the year than 

usual, on Saturday 3
rd

 March in St 

Paulôs Church Hall (7.00pm for a 

7.30pm start). The cost for a team of 6 

is £39, or £6.50 individually. Included 

in the cost is supper, and there is also a 

licensed bar. To buy your tickets or for 

any queries, please ring Steve and Jane 

on 01462 636911.  

ñA Lighthouse for the Communityò 

In order to create a Quilted Hanging 

for the west wall of the church, to 

depict the vision statement of St 

Paulôs, every member of the church 

is asked to donate a small piece of 

material to be incorporated into the 

feature of the lighthouse itself. 

The material may be any colour, 

texture or pattern, but ideally should 

not stretch. The preferred size is a 

20cm square. 

Jill Thomson snr. would be delighted to 

meet with anyone who is interested in 

joining a working 

party for the design 

and working of the 

hanging. A more 

detailed flyer is 

available in church. 
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The Meeting Place Interview: Simon & Louise 

This is the first in a series of interviews 

with members of St Paulôs and All 

Saints churches. We will get to know 

our sisters and brothers who, like us, 

are on the journey with Christ. It will 

be about who they are, their history, 

their faith journey and personal beliefs. 

In this issue we talk to our present 

vicars, Simon and Louise Moore. 

Since May 2010 Simon and Louise 

have shared the responsibility of 

leading our two churches. Louise was 

born in Abingdon, Oxfordshire, the 

second of seven children (two 

adopted) whilst Simon was born in 

Kingswinford, Staffordshire, as the 

middle child of three. 

 

Their first meeting in 1979 was in a 

North Mymms Scout Hut at a birthday 

party and was a classic case of óyoung-

man-sees-young lady-and ïfalls-in-

love-but-young-lady-does-notô.  

However a slow growing relationship 

developed over a period of 5 years, 10 

months and forty-four days (according 

to Simonôs rough estimate!). 

1985 was a pivotal year in their life 

together. They married ï with Louiseôs 

father not only walking her up the aisle 

but also taking the service.  Six weeks 

before their wedding day they had also 

gone to see Billy Graham ï a life 

changing experience which brought 

Simon to faith and a sense of Godôs 

calling them both to ministry life.  

Beginning their married life in 

Wolverhampton they waited for God to 

lead them and he soon sent them to 

Kenya as mission partners, working in 

school-teaching and medical 

rehabilitation. During this first spell in 

Africa their eldest daughter Hannah 

was born and after two and a half years 

they returned to England where they 

both studied at All Nations Bible 

College in Ware for two years. 

The following years were largely joyful 

though marked by a great sorrow when 

their second child, Bethany, was 

stillborn. ñThis was a life changing 

experience that brought us closer to 

God than ever beforeò remembers 

Louise.  

God once again called them to Africa 

and after the arrival of Ruth they 

decided to move to Zimbabwe where 

they spent five years working with the 

school, hospital and church. 

ñZimbabweò says Simon, ñtaught us 

about real hospitality and we loved our 
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time thereò. After Miriamôs birth in 

Harare Simon felt a call to ordained 

ministry, and after selection they 

moved to Nottingham where Simon 

trained at St Johnôs  college and Louise 

trained as a counsellor. 

After ordination Simon was a curate in 

St Albans with Louise working as an 

occupational therapist in Sunshine 

Home, Northwood and in a hospice in 

St Albans.  

From 2003-2010 Simon worked as the 

minister of an ecumenical church in 

Welwyn Garden City. Louise felt called 

to ordained ministry herself, and in 

2006 started as a curate in Hatfield. 

Everyday life with two congregations is 

busy. Simonôs óother jobô involves 

running communication and preaching 

courses, whilst Louise works as 

chaplain in the Garden House Hospice 

and also does private counselling work. 

Time spent together is therefore of 

great importance to the couple; their 

weekly day off is Tuesday when they 

go on a regular lunch date at a local 

pub.  

They both enjoy walking, but Simon is 

probably the more sporty of the two. 

ñYes, he likes to run and play golfò, 

explains Louise, ñwhilst I renew my 

batteries by praying and spending time 

in solitude or with close friendsôò. 

Another great interest is reading and 

she mentions Joanna Trollope and 

Emily Bronte as her favourite authors.  

In their time Simon has played the part of 

a body in a play, walked 100km in a day 

and has run 4 marathons. Louise dog 

walks (the Moore household includes 

various guinea-pigs and two characterful 

dogs, Jess and Stan) and paints the odd 

picture and describes herself as the more 

eccentric of the two. On balance Simon 

will make you laugh and Louise may make 

you cry (in a good way!), a double 

whammy. 

 

Since arriving in Letchworth Simon and 

Louise have worked hard to formulate 

visions for St Paulôs and All Saints 

respective futures ï and Simon explains: 

óSt Paulôs is to be the lighthouse for the 

community it serves. We want people in 

our parish to feel welcome and encouraged 

to join in our activities. Louise adds: óAll 

Saints will, after the redevelopment of the 

church, serve the village community and 

make the church the centre of village lifeô. 

They both agree that the message we need 

to spread to the local community is about 

hearing the good news of Godôs 

unconditional love for us.  As they put it: 

óWe have a great story to tell. We must 

live out and give out Godôs loveô. 

Interview by Peggy Forbes-Pepitone. 
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If you have children under the age 

of 5 you have probably been to 

either the Toddlers Plus or Babies 

Plus groups that run in St Paul's 

Church Hall . 

During one of the busy sessions I 

managed to corner Claire Harald, 

leader of the Plus groups since 2006.  

'The group was originally known as 

'Mums Plus', explains Claire, 'and 

started 26 years ago with the aim of 

providing a weekly, safe, fun and 

nurturing environment for parents and 

carers to bring their children. Seeing 

the children grow up from week to 

week is one of the most important 

reasons I am involved with these 

groups ï it is so rewarding!ô'  

 

Due to the popularity of the group it 

was decided 5 years ago to start Babies 

Plus to provide a calmer place for 

mums of babies to relax and build 

friendships.  

 

 

 

 

The two groups are run by a dedicated 

team of volunteers and provide a 

welcoming forum for people who need 

a friendly face to chat to as well as to 

help and support people who are 

struggling, either with the joys of 

parenting or any other aspects of their 

lives.  

'But', as Claire points out, óeach year 

we also raise money for Barnardos, 

support Children In Need and the 

Bishopôs Harvest Appealô.  

A big draw of the Toddler group is the 

weekly craft activity which in 2011 

included flower arranging, rocket 

making and card decorating. Each term 

also has special events e.g. an annual 

summer trip to Standalone Farm and a 

visit from the Fire Brigade.  

The end of each term is celebrated with 

a seasonal service in the church 

building and one of the highlights of 

the year is the Christmas party for 60-

80 children including a visit from a 

very important man dressed in red! 

Add to that the tea/coffee/juice and 

fruit snacks provided at each session 

and you have a near-perfect morning 

for any grown-up with children!  

Toddlers Plus runs every Wednesday 

during term time from 10-11.30am and 

Babies Plus (babies up to 18 months) 

from 1-2.30pm.  

Caroline Achton-Friis Ellis      

Toddlers and Babies Plus 
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A new chapter for St Paulôs childrenôs ministry 

Itôs Sunday morning at St Paulôs 

church, and a group of children are 

inspecting a range of worms and 

crickets they are about to eat. This 

óBushtucker trialô is part of a very 

practical Junior Church (JC) session on 

John the Baptist. Building on existing 

strengths and the success of recent 

Holiday clubs, plus feedback from the 

children themselves, JC has been 

recently reformatted and relaunched, 

with a variety of activities and options 

ï including video-making and 

óblindfoldedô cake decoration! - 

designed to provide an engaging and 

flexible environment to discover Jesus. 

The new format also provides 

opportunities for older youngsters to 

gain leadership experience, with the 

programme paralleling the main 

church.    

óNewô JC is part of a wider vision for 

children and youthwork. This Autumn, 

new initiatives such as óWild 

Wednesdayô and óChristmas 

celebrationô, with input from local 

schools, along with  established events 

such as the Light Party, have seen 

literally hundreds of children and 

parents crossing the óstained-glass 

barrierô into the church buildings and 

finding any preconceptions pleasantly 

challenged. Indeed, one teacher at the 

Christmas celebration made a 

bittersweet observation about how 

refreshing it was that children were 

allowed to laugh in church.     

St Paulôs vision statement for children 

is for ña thriving Junior Church who 

are learning and growing with God in 

a fun and exciting environmentò, led by 

ña team of people who are excited by 

and have a passion for working within 

this ministry.ò To enable this work to 

continue to develop, St Paulôs will be 

seeking to appoint a Childrenôs and 

families worker in the Spring to lead 

the team - following on from Claire 

Townsendôs excellent previous work ï 

with aspirations for a youth worker 

subsequently.  

 

The Childrenôs and YP work is 

continuing to develop as the team grow 

in experience and prayerfully reflect 

and listen to feedback. In particular the 

team would appreciate prayer as its 

new form takes shape, and that we have 

the wisdom to select just the right 

childrenôs worker for this exciting 

season in our congregational life. 

Thank you.    Peter Kay 

ñItôs been brilliant.  I especially 

liked the spaghetti thing.  I think 

it was showing things that stretch 

forever, like God.ò 7 year-old girl 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=children's+club&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-gb:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7SUNC_enGB399&biw=1619&bih=644&tbm=isch&prmd=imvns&tbnid=2U6ocRpMfNEWoM:&imgrefurl=http://www.roseneath.co.uk/kids.htm&docid=SsDYTGJ_L6_eXM&imgurl=http://www.roseneath.co.uk/images/kids/kids2.jpg&w=425&h=282&ei=acUKT9yaK4nb8gODh5C6AQ&zoom=1
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In Touch withé.Dave Nevard 

 

In November Dave Nevard returned 

to St Paulôs as part of the YWAM 

Trumpet Tour which visited 

churches across England. He tells 

us what heôs been getting up to: 

Hi there! Iôm now working as a 

missionary with the international 

missions agency Youth With a 

Mission (YWAM) in Leeds. 

 

 

I am passionate about seeing Godôs heart 

made known through the arts. Iôve been  

involved in various art projects around 

the world and seen artsô powerful ability 

to bring change. 

Take Pastor Yang for example, an elderly 

leper in China whose portrait I drew.  In 

the simple act of drawing a portrait of a 

man hidden in a leprosy community, it 

cut into the lies of shame, bringing value 

and dignity that forced a huge grin to 

break across his weathered face.  In 

hearing his story, I had the opportunity to 

share in a university in front of a large  

 

portrait Iôd drawn of him.  

This manôs hidden story of faith was 

given a voice and led to some students 

beginning to walk with God for the first 

time, money being injected into the 

leprosy community and skilled medical 

students investing in the small 

community.   In a simple expression of 

creativity, Godôs heart for justice was 

revealed and the worlds of rich and poor 

were woven together.  

Through this and many other experiences 

Iôve seen God use art as a powerful 

catalyst for change; to unpick lies, unveil 

truth and present stories of the voiceless. 

 

 

Having seen how God transforms lives in 

short-term trips, I felt led to explore how 

God could transform a broken      (Cont 

p13) 


